
BARBERRY: ONCE FRIEND, NOW FOE. 

Native to China and Japan, Barberry was brought to the US in 
the late 1800s and is now found from the northeast to the upper 
midwest. With its colorful leaves and berries, this woody shrub 
has been a popular landscaping plant. But over the decades, it has 
spread into woodlands, forming thorny thickets: a moist, shady 
habitat ����������������������������� and their rodent hosts. Th is 
shrub can take hold in pastures and fi elds as well. Like many 
invasives, barberry is adaptable, drought-tolerant, and has few 
natural predators. 
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Calendar

Adapted from the Connecticut Invasive Plant 
Management Calendar produced by the Connecticut 
Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG).
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Disposal

BAKE: Branches with or without roots but without berries can be left  in 
the sun or on tarps or paving for at least two weeks. Make sure the roots 
are completely dried out before adding to a brush pile.

BAG or BURN: Branches with berries need to be disposed of in sturdy 
plastic bags, as the seeds can remain viable for years. Burning is also an 
eff ective disposal method for berry-laden branches, provided the fi re 
is hot enough to destroy the berries (follow all Cornwall regulations 
regarding burn piles).
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Removal/Control

PULL: Seedlings and very small plants can be pulled by hand. Larger 
plants may call for tools, such as a weed wrench. For best results, remove 
the root crown along with the plant. Wear long sleeves and heavy gloves, 
these plants are thorny! Eye protection is also recommended.

CUT / PAINT: Barberry’s woody stems can be cut at the base and the 
freshly-cut stumps painted with herbicide. This method is most effective 
from July through mid-September, when compounds within the plant are 
naturally being pulled toward the roots.  Likewise, foliar spray will travel 
from leaf surfaces down to the roots, causing the most damage to the 
plant. These targeted uses of herbicide can be a net gain for ecosystems.

MONITOR: Areas cleared of Barberry need to be monitored for several 
years, and any regrowth should be removed or re-treated. 

BARBERRY INVASIVE PLANT FACTSHEET:

UCONN Extension guide to identification, control  
and disposal. bit.ly/ccc_barberry

Good news!

As of October 2028, the cultivation, sale and distribution of Japanese 
barberry (along with many other invasive plants) will be illegal in 
Connecticut, per a 2025 statute.

Identification

Spread

In the fall, the berries drop to the ground and their seeds germinate in place; 
birds also eat them and spread them widely. Each berry contains up to three 
seeds, which can stay viable underground for up to nine years.  Other means 
of spreading: when Barberry’s arching branches hit the ground, they can root 
and form new plants. The shrub also has underground rhizomes that grow 
horizontally and send up new shoots.


