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The Natural Diversity Data Base

The Natural diversity Data Base (NDDB) does not provide lists of endangered species for
each town. The NDDB maps are now available on line at:
www.cl.gov/dep/endangeredspecics. These maps are updated twice each year. As projects are
planned that require construction the town should consult the maps and re-contact our
program if the project is located in a NDDB area. Please provide specific details, along with
a map so that we may facilitate a detailed review of potential impacts with state-listed
species. In this way we can be sure that we are providing the Town of Cornwall with the
most current information available as projects emerge.

Natural Diversity Data Base information includes all information regarding critical biological
resources available to us at the time of the request. This information is a compilation of data
collected over the years by the Department’s Natural History Survey and cooperating units of
DEP, private conservation groups and the scientific community. This information is not
necessarily the result of comprehensive or site-specific field investigations. Consultations
with the Data Base should not be substitutes for on-site surveys required for environmental
assessments. Current research projects and new contributors continue to identify additional
populations of species and locations of habitats of concern, as well as, enhance existing data.
Such new information is incorporated into the Data Base as it becomes available.

The Natural Diversity Data Base maps represent approximate locations of endangered,
threatened and special concern species and significant natural communities in Connecticut.
The locations of species and natural communities depicted on the maps are based on data
collected over the years by DEP staff, scientists, conservation groups, and landowners. In
some cases an occurrence represents a location derived from literature, museum records and
specimens. These data are compiled and maintained by the Natural Diversity Data Base
program.

The maps are intended to be a pre-screening tool for those required through state or local
permits to consult the NDDB for impacts to state-listed species. These data are also used by
groups wishing to identify areas of potential conservation concern. The maps are updated
every six months and new information is continually being added to the database. It is
important to always use the most current version for your planning needs.

Maps were originally distributed to all town planners as part of the Mapping for
Municipalities project which was aimed at providing towns with a tool for including
endangered species reviews in their local land use planning efforts. The availability of these
maps online and in digital formats has allowed us to reach a wider audience and we continue
to encourage local officials and citizens to use this important information.

The general locations of species and communities are symbolized as grey hatched areas on
the maps. Exact locations have been masked to protect sensitive species from collection and
disturbance and to protect landowner’s rights whenever species occur on private property.
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